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of his forces and the failure of the Emperor's generals to afford him any
support, soon realised that he could not resist any longer, and asked
for quarter. Nadir returned a favourable answer, and ordered 'Abdu'l-
Baqi Khan, on the 23rd January, to meet Zakariya Khan and to conduct
him to his presence.1 On the Governor's arrival, Nadir treated him with
great honour and respect. Two days later he again received Zakariya
Khan ; on this occasion the latter handed over to the conqueror 20 lakhs
of rupees in gold, several elephants and other gifts.2 By making his sub-
mission and paying this ransom, Zakariya Khan was enabled to save
Lahore from being sacked.3
Nadir remained for twelve days in Lahore, where he behaved as though
he were already master of India. He allowed Zakariya Khan to retain
his position as Governor of Lahore, and he gave orders for the reinstatement
of Fakhru'd-Daula, the ex-Governor of Kashmir, who, after being driven
out of his province by a rebellion, had been deprived of office and was
living in poverty in Lahore. Furthermore, he confirmed Nasir Khan,
his former opponent, as Subadar of Kabul and Peshawar.4
During Nadir's stay in Lahore news was received of the Emperor's
efforts to gather together an army to oppose him. He thereupon wrote
to the Emperor,5 assuring him that he had nothing but friendly feelings
in his mind ; referring to the Afghans, he said that, as India had suffered
even more than Persia at their hands, it would seem natural that the
Indian ministers should wish to punish them. He repeated his statements
regarding the Emperor's treatment of his envoys, and concluded by
warning Muhammad Shah that, if the Indian Army opposed him, it
would feel the full strength of his arms ; if, however, the survivors sub-
mitted, he would pardon them.
Nadir left Lahore on the 26th Shawwal (6th February, 1739), and
marched to Sirhind, where, on his arrival ten days later,6 he heard that
Muhammad Shah had reached Karnal with an army of 300,000 men,
2,000 elephants and a large number of cannon.7 According to Ashub,
1 Anand Ram, fol. 168 (a).
« Ibid.   Tilok Das, however, asserts that Lahore was sacked, but his poem cannot be regarded
as possessing any real historical value ;   it is dear from Anand Ram's account and also
from that of Ashub (Vol. II, p. 137) that the city did not suffer this fate,
p. 197.
p. 198* This letter is not ia Jones's translation or in my MS. Shaikh Hazin (p. 295)
states : " Twice or thrice from Lahor also, before he came up with the Indian army, Nadir
Shah sent a message to Mohammed Shah to expedite the return to Mm of his ambassador
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design could be in kerning him."
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(B.M. MS. AddL 24028).
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